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Sister Conducts Funeral Program

Is Without Preacher or Hymns

By Helen M Lucas

The Blade has been advised of the
death of J Chapelle Clark who was one
of the best known educators in Ohio and
a Freethinker He was a brother to Mrs
Helen M Lucas of Marietta Ohio and at
his request knowing the journeys end
was near Mrs Lucas conducted his funeral
and prepared the program for the occa ¬

sion No preacher took part In those
obsequies and no hymns were sung

Owing to the forethought of Mrs Lucas
been favored with a copy of tho

read at the funeral service and
as she has arranged In her

1address up on the subject Mrs Lucas
that It be printed as a means of

to oiner Freethinkers that they
may do likewise and as Mrs Lucas states

have secular funerals without preachers
J or hymns
r As the program has been printed In leaf

i let form it is reproduced in full below
with copy of the address

z First there was Instrumental music the
Intermezzo from tho opera Cavallerla
Ilustlcana by Mascagnl and Trauraerel by
Schumann Tho musicians were Professor
Schmledeke first violin Mr Clarence
Schneider second violin Mr John Lehn
hard viola Mr Fred Wehrs violoncello

i The came the short biographical sketch
which Is given below It was read by tho
Professor of Elocution of Marietta Col ¬

legeLast
a song was sung by Miss Muriel

J

Palmer the words Longfellows The Day
Is Done music by Balfe

All of tho music at tho funeral was very
r beautiful

J Chapelle Clarke passed his early life
on a farm and at tho district school Ho
attended Mr Batess school lu Marietta
then the Western Liberal Institute and
afterward a theological school at Mead
vllle Pennsylvania teaching meanwhile
to earn tho necessary funds to pay ex¬

penses Besides teaching in Ohio ho had
a very interesting time teaching In Ken
tucky He was at tho funcfal of Henry
Clay and stopped near Lexington where
ho taught and preached He always after¬

ward kept a lively interest in tho beautiful

Blue Grass region and its generous and
hospitable people

He and his wife taught school together
for some time after they went West to
live Then he was County Superintendent
of Schools for a great many years He
taught mathematics in Simpson College
for a short time perhaps only about two
years He liked it there and often spoke
in the highest terms of President Burns
After he left that for more active business
ho never lost his interest in education
everywhere and gave so much attention
to educational matters that he Is still
called Professor Clarke in his western
home He received a degree from Iowa
University and was admitted to the bar
at about the same time

After ho and the lady of his choice had
walked visited studied and gone to school
together always togetherunder the ap
proving eyes of all their friends and ac
quaintances for seven years these staid
and seriousminded students ran away to
be married A friend of theirs tho Rev
T C Eaton was going away and wished
to marry them before he left The ladys
term of school was to end in about two
weeks and she wished the marriage to be
kept secret for that time So they met
Mr Eaton at Dr Relgnlers Fort Street
near the mouth of the Alusklngum Mrs
Reigner determined to have moro of a
wedding than tho principals had planned
rushed somq wedding cake and had It
baked on time

Mr Clarke was always very courage ¬

ous through all his life To try him when
tie was not quite two years old his mother
sent him one dark night with some news
papers to his uncle Miller Clarkes Both
houses stood some distance back from the
road with trees around them but ho went
without any hesitation delivered the pa
pers and came back as If there was noth ¬

ing unusual about it Later ho showed
his courage by working for unpopular re
forms involving liberty and justice which
ho loved and wished for all others as well
as for himself

His respect and affection for his parents
were unusual In degree and ho was al ¬

ways proud of them honoring them by
being a credit to them all his life

Ho was always fond of children His
interest in them however never led him
to spoil them indeed tho greater his in
terest the more pains he took to correct
their faults and break up any disagreeable
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Lately ho talked of a little sister who
died sixtyfive years ago with loving words
and tender tears

His best effort for a better education
were exerted for people of all ages and
nearly every class He never considered
his own education complete but took a
good deal of time for philosophical studies
in which he believed in digging deep notf
being a sciolist in any thing Ho liked to
read German poetry in tho original and
made a metrical English translation of one
of his favorites Ho entertained himself
with classic and general literature more
than business men generally do His taste
for such things may be shown by a few
extracts from some of his favorite authors

What can guide us 1 One thing and
only one Philosophy and that consists
In keeping the divinity within us free from
harm superior to pain or pleasure do¬

ing nothing aimlessly or falsely needing
not that others should do this or leave
that undone accepting everything that hap ¬

pens as coming from that source whence
WQ came ourselves and finally waiting
calmly for death as nothing but a chang
from tho first principles of lifeMarcus
Aurelius

He is king who fears nothing and longs
for nothing Everyone can give himself
the kingdom of noble thoughts Seneca

In the upper air there is neither cloud
nor storm and so in the lofty soul there
is always peaceSenecaN-

othing id so honorable as a noble
soul but that soul is not great which can
be shaken by either fear or grief

And three short ones from Eplctltus
Only the educated are free
Mind knowledge right reason Hero

seek the essence of goodness
What you would not suffer yourself

take care not to impose on others and as
you would escape slavery do not treat
others like slaves

But this is too wide a field and wo musts
turn aside Something of his character
may be known from a poem which ho
repeated when lying down to rest after
paralysis had mado It impossible for him

K

to rise without being helped

OUT OF THE NIGHT

Out of the night which covers me
Black as the pit from polo to polo

I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul

In the fell clutch of Circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud

Under tho bludgeonlngs of Chance
My head is bloody but unbowed I

Beyond this valo of wrath and tears
Continued on Pago 13


